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Incoming New Jersey State Bar
Association President Robert Hille
scored his first courtroom victory a
year before he started law school. 

Hille interned at a Bergen County
law firm the summer before his senior
year at Bucknell University, and when
two Sigma Chi fraternity brothers got
into legal trouble over a frat party
fight, they insisted Hille represent
them in court.

“So when I should have been study-
ing for my exams, there I was in the
library researching Pennsylvania crim-
inal state laws,” Hille recalled. 

With a police officer as his adver-
sary, Hille got one of his friend’s
acquitted, and the story became frater-
nity house folklore. When he walked
into the courtroom for the second
friend’s trial, “a deputy attorney gener-
al was sitting there. I knew this wasn’t
good,” he said. The friend was convict-
ed—of what, Hille can’t recall nearly
40 years later—but to their relief, he
was only fined at sentencing.

Colleagues and friends who’ve had
a front-row seat to Hille’s career say he
is one of the most conscientious attor-
neys they know, and will make an
excellent leader of the NJSBA, the
state’s largest organization of attor-
neys, judges and other legal profes-

sionals, with 18,200 members.
“He will be the most prepared per-

son in the room in any discussion,” said
Anthony Carlino, a fellow partner at
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpen-
ter, LLP (MDM&C), based in Morris-
town. “When he commits to learning a
subject, he leaves no stone unturned.”

Hille said he is humbled to serve the
association’s members.

“My term is not about me. It is a
one-year honor to serve the members.
I am prepared to take up the ongoing
efforts set out by my predecessors to
continue to make gains for the profes-
sion, protect it and preserve its impor-
tant role in society,” he said.

Passionate advocate
Hille specializes in insurance and

healthcare law, a niche he developed as
Congress began passing laws in the late
1980s attempting to control healthcare
costs, causing an explosion in regula-
tions. “When HIPAA (Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act)
came on the scene in 1996, I could see
this was going to be a big deal,” he said. 

While Hille has been involved in
many high-profile and complicated
legal battles over the years, a wrongful
death case is still one he considers most
memorable. In the mid-1990s, a mother

NJSBA’s next president looks to preserve
local law practices and remove obstacles
for young attorneys 

Incoming 2017–2018 NJSBA President, Robert B. Hille

See Hille on page 37

NJSBA proposed
2017–2018
budget

The New Jersey State Bar Asso-
ciation’s trustees in March
approved a preliminary budget
that projects roughly $12 million in
revenue and a nearly equivalent
amount in expenses for the com-
ing fiscal year.

The plan reflects no increase in
dues, and continues to invest in
infrastructure upgrades and pro-
ducing events, seminars and con-
ventions that keep members up-
to-date and provide benefit to
their practice and professional
endeavors.

The trustees are expected to
make final recommendations and
adopt the budget in June. The fis-
cal year begins on July 1.

REVENUE

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership Dues 3,120,898
Section Dues 386,191

YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
YLD Dues                                              31,000
Seminars 1,200
Annual Meeting 2,000
Entertainment 5,500
Community Service/Other 500

MEETINGS
Mid-Year Revenues 234,120
Annual Meeting Revenues 920,835
General Council 3,500
Law Ctr Meet.–Outside Grp. 110,000
Meetings Rev.–Sect & Comm 340,000
Meetings Rev.–Offsite 275,000

OTHER INCOME
Advertising 82,000
Interest On Investments 40,000
Foundation Agreement 47,940
LAP Agreement 49,512
Royalty/Misc. Income 70,000
Ethics Diversionary Program 25,000
Corporate Partner Program 70,000
Leadership Academy 6,500

ICLE Revenue 6,220,300
TOTAL REVENUE 12,041,996

See Budget on page 37

Gender, the law and the 2016 presidential election
An all-star panel of legisla-
tors, scholars and experts
 discussed the impact of the
2106 election on women and
gender equality at the New
Jersey Law Center in New
Brunswick recently. The asso-
ciation's Women in the Pro-
fession Section also present-
ed its Justice Marie L.
Garibaldi Award to Seton Hall
University Professor Paula
Franzese, who moderated the
discussion. See additional
coverage of the event in the
Capitol Report on  p. 36. � Photos by Amanda Brown



Join the conversation #NJSBAAC@NJSTATEBAR@NJICLE@YLDNJSBA.

JUDGES

Thank you to the justices, judges and speakers whose insights and guidance will serve all those who attend
the 2017 Annual Meeting and Convention, May 17–19 at the Borgata Hotel Casino & Spa in Atlantic City.
SPEAKERS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

FEATURED SPEAKERS

Chief Justice Stuart Rabner
Justice Barry T. Albin
Justice Anne M. Patterson
Justice Lee A. Solomon
Justice Virginia Long, (Ret.)
Chief Judge Jerome B. Simandle
Chief Judge Russell Wojtenko Jr.
Governor James E. McGreevey (former)
Senator Patrick J. Diegnan Jr.
Assemblyman Jon M. Bramnick
Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco
Assemblyman Joseph A. Lagana
Assemblyman John F. McKeon
Assemblyman Raj Mukherji
Assemblyman Troy Singleton
Attorney General Christopher Porrino
C. Vivian Stringer
Simon Tam

Hon. Marvin C. Adames
Hon. Michael Antoniewicz
Hon. Peter F. Bariso Jr.
Hon. Ellen S. Bass
Hon. Peter A. Bogaard
Hon. John L. Call Jr.
Hon. Kevin G. Callahan (Ret.)
Hon. Michael R, Casale (Ret.)
Hon. Karen M. Cassidy
Hon. Leslie Z. Celentano
Hon. Timothy W. Chell
Hon. Lisa F. Chrystal
Hon. Frank M. Ciuffani
Hon. Marilyn C. Clark
Hon. Robert P. Contillo
Hon. Mary K. Costello
Hon. Patricia K. Costello (Ret.)
Hon. Jeanne T. Covert

Hon. Mary Catherine Cuff (Ret.)
Hon. Georgia M. Curio
Hon. Daniel D’Alessandro
Hon. Angela White Dalton
Hon. Ann Marie Donio
Hon. Katherine R. Dupuis
Hon. Kimberly Espinales-Maloney
Hon. Linda R. Feinberg (Ret.)
Hon. Lisa A. Firko
Hon. Travis L. Francis
Hon. Garry J. Furnari
Hon. Mitzy Galis-Menendez
Hon. John I. Gizzo
Hon. C. Judson Hamlin (Ret.)
Hon. Stephan C. Hansbury (Ret.)
Hon. Jamie D. Happas
Hon. Dorothy Harbeck
Hon. Douglas H. Hurd

Hon. Jeffrey R. Jablonski
Hon. David Katz
Hon. Donald A. Kessler
Hon. Harriet Farber Klein (Ret.)
Hon. Vincent Le Blon
Hon. Marie E. Lihotz
Hon. Joseph L. Marczyk
Hon. Lawrence Maron
Hon. Marcella Matos Wilson
Hon. Hany A. Mawla
Hon. Roy F. McGeady
Hon. Margaret Mary McVeigh (Ret.)
Hon. Peter J. Melchionne
Hon. Carmen Messano
Hon. Sohail Mohammed
Hon. Thomas M. Moore
Hon. James M. Newman
Hon. Harry D. Norton Jr.

Hon. Anthony F. Picheca Jr.
Hon. Robert Reed
Hon. Ned M. Rosenberg (Ret.)
Hon. Carmine Taglialatella
Hon. Siobhan A. Teare
Hon. Thomas R. Vena
Hon. Deborah J. Venezia
Hon. Donald J. Volkert Jr. (Ret.)
Hon. Karen M. Williams
Hon. Deanne M. Wilson (Ret.)
Hon. Robert C. Wilson
Hon. Douglas Wolfson (Ret.)
Hon. Freda L. Wolfson
Hon. Thomas P. Zampino (Ret.)
Hon. Robert T. Zane III

Engy Abdelkader, JD
Vito A. Abrusci
Matthew Adams, Esq.
Stacy D. Adams, Esq.
Victor A. Afanador, Esq.
Andrea Joy Albrecht, Esq.
Michele Alcalde, Esq.
Frederick W. Alworth, Esq.
Christine A. Amalfe, Esq.
Saad Amrani
Farah N. Ansari, Esq.
Cedric Ashley, Esq.
Tara Auciello, Esq.
David Avedissian, Esq.
Deena Baikowitz
Heather Joy Baker, Esq.
Kathleen Barnett Einhorn, Esq.
F. Bradford Batcha, Esq.
Robert A. Becker
Dana A. Bennett, Esq.
John K. Bennett, Esq.
Adam Berger, Esq.
Ravinder Bhalla, Esq.
Supti Bhattacharya, Esq.
Robert A. Bianchi, Esq.
Ronald S. Bienstock, Esq.
Jonathan Biermann
Lisa D. Bigony, Esq.
Kelly Ann Bird, Esq.
Hope R. Blackburn
Mayling Blanco, Esq.
Robin C. Bogan, Esq.
Bruce Bradford, Esq.
Robert J. Brass, Esq.
Gerard G. Brew, Esq.
E. Drew Britcher, Esq.
Paulette Brown, Esq.
Raymond M. Brown, Esq.
David J. Bruno, Esq.
John Butchko, Esq.
Lauren E. Caesar, Esq.
Thomas J. Cafferty, Esq.
Gina A. Calogero, Esq.
Michael E. Campion, Esq.
Anthony D. Capasso, Esq.
James Carey, Esq.
Andrew J. Carlowicz Jr., Esq.
Brent T. Carney, Esq.
Barbara A. Casey, Esq.
Timothy D. Cedrone, Esq.
Suzanne M. Cerra, Esq.
Cecelia Chang, Esq.
Theodore K. Cheng, Esq.
Kerri E. Chewning, Esq.

Larry Chodor
John D. Cohen
Matthew Cohen, Esq.
Gail H. Conenello, Esq.
Joseph D. Coronato, Esq.
Mark Correale
Kate Coscarelli
Michelle M. Cresti, Esq.
Olivia B. Crisp, Esq.
Frank J. Cuccio, Esq.
Sean F. Dalton, Esq.
Steve Daveggia
Nicole Davis
Richard P. DeAngelis Jr., Esq.
Andrew J. DeMaio, Esq.
Heather L. Demirjian, Esq.
Grace Dennigan, Esq.
Annette DePalma, Esq.
Joseph J. DePalma, Esq.
Jag Desai
William A. Despo, Esq.
Luis J. Diaz, Esq.
N. Janine Dickey, Esq.
Dylan C. Dindial, Esq.
Brian Doran, Esq.
Dennis J. Drasco, Esq.
Deborah R. Edwards, Esq.
Thomas Eicher, Esq.
Steven Eisenstein, Esq.
Paris P. Eliades, Esq.
Victoria R. Emanuele, Esq.
Christopher H. Falcon, Esq.
Felicia T. Farber, Esq.
Prof. John J. Farmer Jr.
Jane M. Fearn-Zimmer, Esq.
Susan A. Feeney, Esq.
William Ferreira, Esq.
Eric G. Fikry, Esq.
John E. Finnerty, Esq.
Celeste Fiore, Esq.
Russell J. Fishkind, Esq.
Arnold N. Fishman, Esq.
Jay Fishman
Lora Fong, Esq.
Stephanie Frangos Hagan, Esq.
Lionel Frank, Esq.
Andrew A. Fraser, Esq.
Tanya Freeman, Esq.
David M. Fried, Esq.
Thomas Fuscaldo
Paul J. Gallagher, Esq.
Alexandra V. Gallo, Esq.
Marc D. Garfinkle, Esq.
Christopher P. Gargano, Esq.

Seth M. Garrod, Esq.
Michelle Gasparian, Esq.
Daniel Gee, Esq.
Jon L. Gelman, Esq.
Alex Paul Genato, Esq.
John G. Geppert Jr., Esq.
Christopher Gerold
James J. Gerrow, Jr., Esq.
F. Clifford Gibbons, Esq.
Robyn B. Gigl, Esq.
John P. Gilfillen, Esq.
David S. Gold, Esq.
Jeffrey E. Gold, Esq.
Paul Goldenberg
Meryl A.G. Gonchar, Esq.
Rafael Gonzalez, Esq.
Barbara Gotthelf
Jeffrey M. Gradone, Esq.
Mark Granger, Esq.
Kelly A. Grant, Esq.
Jeffrey J. Greenbaum, Esq.
Richard H. Greenberg, Esq.
Douglas M. Greene, Esq.
John Gregory, Esq.
Lois J. Gregory, Esq.
Matthew Greller
Sean Griffin
Nicholas P. Grippo
Debra E. Guston, Esq.
Doreen Hafner, Esq.
Amirali Y. Haidri, Esq.
Christine Haight Farley
Ebonee Hamilton Lewis, Esq.
Rachel Haninczak, Esq.
Brett R. Harris, Esq.
Eric L. Harrison, Esq.
Hosea H. Harvey, JD, Ph.D.
Martin D. Hauptman, Esq.
Katherine Hellander Geist, Esq.
Steven W. Hernandez, Esq.
Michael J. Hilkin, Esq.
Craig S. Hilliard, Esq.
Tracey C. Hinson, Esq.
Joseph J. Hocking, Esq.
Michael Hoffman, Esq.
Elie Honig, Esq.
Albert Huang, Esq.
Craig J. Hubert, Esq.
Raquiba Huq, Esq.
Amy Impellizzeri
Adrienne L. Isacoff, Esq.
Ronald L. Israel, Esq.
Christopher Iu, Esq.
Sharmila D. Jaipersaud

David Jay, Esq.
Nancy Johnson, Esq.
Morgan Jones, Esq.
Paul P. Josephson, Esq.
Emily A. Kaller, Esq.
Andrew Kameros
Nicholas Kant, Esq.
Emily Kelchen, Esq.
Joseph M. Kempter, JD
Henry L. Kent-Smith, Esq.
John Kettle
Jessica Kitson, Esq.
Wendy F. Klein, Esq.
Francis A. Koch, Esq.
Randi W. Kochman, Esq.
Jonathan Koles, Esq.
Jason T. Komninos, Esq.
John G. Koufos
Damon Kress, Esq.
Ralph J. Lamparello, Esq.
Reynold Lampert, Esq.
Anthony R. LaRatta, Esq.
Sandra Lascari, Esq.
Shawn M. La Tourette, Esq.
Gary A. Laurie, Esq.
Jeralyn L. Lawrence, Esq.
Peter H. Lederman, Esq.
Elizabeth Legiec, Esq.
Thomas E. Lenahan Jr., Esq.
Robert J. Lenrow, Esq.
Rebecca G. Levin, Esq.
Christine F. Li, Esq.
Ronald G. Lieberman, Esq.
Stuart J. Lieberman, Esq.
Jonathan H. Lomurro, Esq.
John P. Lucich
Denise M. Luckenbach, Esq.
Lt. Col. Susan J. Lynch
John C. Macce, Esq.
David Scott Mack, Esq.
Allan Mackenzie
Michael V. Madden, Esq.
William Maer
Laura J. Magedoff, Esq.
Mary Patricia Magee, Esq.
Linda Mainenti-Walsh, Esq.
Scott R. Malyk, Esq.
Beth C. Manes, Esq.
Adeel A. Mangi, Esq.
Diane C. Manning, Esq.
Lisa Manshel, Esq.
Thomas J. Manzo, Esq.
Josh Margolin
Robert E. Margulies, Esq.

Paul R. Marino, Esq.
Greggory M. Marootian, Esq.
Dina M. Mastellone, Esq.
Jennifer Mazawey, Esq.
Jeffrey Mazzola, Esq.
Jack McCarthy
Kathryn K. McClure, Esq.
Timothy F. McGoughran, Esq.
Daniel T. McKillop, Esq.
Kathleen McLeod Caminiti, Esq.
William H. Mergner, Esq.
Christopher J. Michie, Esq.
Steven K. Mignogna, Esq.
Keith J. Miller, Esq.
Paul E. Minnefor, Esq.
Mike Mitrovich
Ashley Molson, Esq.
Ronald P. Mondello, Esq.
Mike Mooney
Chad M. Moore, Esq.
Herbert P. Moore Jr., Esq.
Tom Moran
Jeanette Morenski
William J. Morrison
Marla J. Moss, Esq.
Marc G.  Mucciolo, Esq.
Jason D. Navarino, Esq.
Brian J. Neary, Esq.
Jeffrey Neu, Esq.
Michael J. Newman
Linda J. Niedweske, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Ellen Nunno Corbo, Esq.
Cynthia O’Connell
Nicole O’Hara, Esq.
David Opderbeck
Matthew B. Orr
Carlos F. Ortiz, Esq.
Stephen Pagano, Esq.
Walter Pagano, Esq.
Carrie S. Parikh, Esq.
Randall M. Paulikens
Peter S. Pearlman, Esq.
Jennifer M. Perez, Esq.
Michael J. Perugini, Esq.
Frank A. Petro, Esq.
Leon B. Piechta, Esq.
JJ Pierson, Esq.
Gianfranco A. Pietrafesa, Esq.
Nancy Del Pizzo, Esq.
Rachel A. Placitella, Esq.
Nicole Plath
Donna Sigel Platt, Esq.
Alan J. Pollack, Esq.

Sheldon Pollock
Kenneth A. Porro, Esq.
Matthew V. Portella, Esq.
Aaron Potenza
Gary Potters, Esq.
Kelly M. Purcaro, Esq.
Sheila Raftery Wiggins, Esq.
Rebecca Rakoski, Esq.
Betsy G. Ramos, Esq.
Caroline Record, Esq.
Cailyn Reilly, Esq.
Joshua H. Reinitz, Esq.
Claudia A. Reis, Esq.
Scott E. Reiser, Esq.
Nina C. Remson, Esq.
Rebecca Ricigliano, Esq.
Asad Rizvi, Esq.
Rudy A. Rodas, Esq.
William M. Rodgers III, Ph.D.
William T. Rogers III, Esq.
Ted M. Rosenberg, Esq.
David Rosenblatt
Cory Rothbort, Esq.
Thomas Roughneen, Esq.
George Rover, Esq.
Susan G. Roy, Esq.
David B. Rubin, Esq.
Aldo J. Russo, Esq.
Rajeh Saadeh, Esq.
Paula Saha
David Sanford, Esq.
Susan Sangillo Bellifemine, Esq.
Cynthia D. Santomauro, Esq.
David I. Satine, Esq.
Stephanie A. Scharf, Esq.
Kirsten Scheurer Branigan, Esq.
Michael J. P. Schewe, Esq.
Matthew J. Schiller, Esq.
Susan Schleck Kleiner, Esq.
Ross H. Schmierer, Esq.
Dan L. Schmutter, Esq.
Frederick K. Schoenbrodt II, Esq.
Cheyne R. Scott, Esq.
Thomas P. Scrivo, Esq.
Sheryl J. Seiden, Esq.
Jonas K. Seigel, Esq.
Jamel Semper
Daniel M. Serviss, Esq.
Kenneth E. Sharperson, Esq.
James S. Sherman, Esq.
Amy Zylman Shimalla, Esq.
John C. Simons, Esq.
Corrie S. Sirkin, Esq.
John L. Slimm, Esq.

Diane K. Smith, Esq.
Mark H. Sobel, Esq.
Christopher Soriano, Esq.
Robert Spangler
Michael J. Stanton, Esq.
Jeremy B. Stein, Esq.
Charles Stile
Tryn Stimart, Esq.
Chris Stock
Matthew R. Streger, Esq.
Heather G. Suarez, Esq.
D. William Subin, Esq.
Andrea J. Sullivan, Esq.
William C. Sullivan, Esq.
Joseph S. Surman, Esq.
Robert T. Szyba, Esq.
Julia C. Talarick, Esq.
Anthony Tinari
Caroline Tipton
Corinne McCann Trainor, Esq.
Richard D. Trenk, Esq.
Stacey Trien Errico, Esq.
Amanda Trigg, Esq.
Christopher J. Trofimov, Esq.
Marisa B. Trofimov, Esq.
Carol J. Truss, Esq.
Jason R. Tuvel, Esq.
James J. Uliano, Esq.
Barbara E. Ungar, Esq.
Scott I. Unger, Esq.
Jeremy M. Vaida, Esq.
Maria P. Vallejo, Esq.
Dana Van Leuven, Esq.
Christina Vassiliou Harvey, Esq.
Kenneth A. Vercammen, Esq.
Jonathan Vick
Amy Walker Wagner, Esq.
John Walter
Jennifer R. Webb-McRae, Esq.
Michael A. Weinberg, Esq.
David S. Weiss, Esq.
Shirley B. Whitenack, Esq.
David L. Wikstrom, Esq.
Michael D. Witt, Esq.
Henry P. Wolfe, Esq.
Kimberly A. Yonta, Esq.
Scott M. Zauber, Esq.
Mark B. Zirulnik, Esq.
Thomas Zuppa Jr., Esq.

NEW JERSEY STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

2017 ANNUAL MEETING  
AND CONVENTION

 



The New Jersey State Bar Associa-
tion’s Annual Meeting begins this week
and promises to provide up-to-the-
minute topical continuing legal educa-
tion (CLE) programs on a variety of
topics, from opioid treatment to con-
cussions in school sports, as well as
legislators discussing their work in
various areas of the law. 

Wednesday’s programming starts
with “A Practical Guide to Being a
Trial Lawyer: Communication Skills In
and Out of the Courtroom,” presented
by Assembly Minority Leader Jon M.
Bramnick. Dubbed the funniest lawyer
in New Jersey by his peers, the pro-
gram promises to be humorous. Bram-
nick gave a glimpse into the program
when he participated in the NJSBA’s
Town Hall Program in March. His com-
ments drew laughs and praise from the
audience. 

Also on Wednesday, the association
will hold an “Inside Trenton” program,
featuring legislators discussing top-of-
mind legislation in this upcoming lame
duck session. The panelists will
include Assemblyman John McKeon,
Assemblyman Anthony Bucco and
Senator Patrick Diegnan. 

Assemblyman Raj Mukherji will
present a program on “Cannabis Law
in the Age of Trump,” discussing policy
and tax law as it relates to growing and
selling marijuana. He will be joined by
Jeremy M. Vaida in discussing this
timely topic. This program is also
scheduled for Wednesday. 

On Thursday, Assemblyman Troy
Singleton will join family law attorneys
to discuss the status of domestic vio-
lence legislation and the law in New
Jersey. Singleton, an outspoken advo-
cate for domestic violence reform, has
sponsored key legislation presenting
broad solutions to the problem, includ-
ing specific domestic violence coun-
seling, greater supervision of offend-
ers and behavior modification pro-
grams. 

On Friday, Assemblywoman Joann
Downey will join the Workers’ Com-
pensation Bench Bar Conference to
discuss the “Ethics of Pain Manage-
ment.” Downey has sponsored both
workers’ compensation legislation and
legislation to reduce opioid addiction
and provide treatment. 

The Annual Meeting starts this
Wednesday at the Borgata Hotel Casi-
no & Spa in Atlantic City. For more
information, visit njsba.com. 

Women, Gender and the 2016
Elections

The NJSBA hosted a program
addressing the impact of the 2016 elec-
tions on women and gender equality
last week. The program featured Seton
Hall University School of Law Profes-
sor Paula Franzese, who was also
awarded the Justice Marie L. Garibaldi
Award for Distinguished Service and
Excellence during the event. The award
was presented by Federal District
Court Judge Madeline Cox Arleo, who
lauded the professor’s years of service
to women and the legal profession. 

On the panel to discuss demograph-
ics and trends in the 2016 election
were Senator Loretta Weinberg,
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, Imme-
diate Past President of the American
Bar Association (ABA) Paulette
Brown, Director of the Eagleton Insti-
tute of Politics Ruth Mandel, Director
of Workplace Equality Maya Raghu
and ABA Commission on Women
Chair Michele Coleman Mayes. Each
gave a presentation on their notable
views on issues related to how women
are referred to in elections, the voting
trends of women, the women’s move-
ment today, pay equity, and a number
of other issues. 

In her initial presentation, Franzese
discussed “the new soft war on
women,” pointing out that today the
biases toward women are subtle,
rather than overt. “Today, nobody says,

‘No women need apply,’ but people
may say, ‘You’re just not as likeable as
he is,’” said Franzese. She highlighted
some critical statistics that showed the
vast differences in salary compensa-
tion between men and women: 

• A college-educated woman 25
years of age or older, working
full-time, earns $50,000 a year.
Her male counterpart in the same
age group earns $70,000 a year. 

• Over a lifetime of work, a woman
with a bachelor’s degree will earn
a third less than a man with the
same degree, in all fields of
endeavor. 

• Women with professional
degrees in law, medicine and
business earn, on average, 30 per-
cent less than their male counter-
parts. 

• Only 21 percent of Fortune 500
board seats are occupied by
women. 

Senator Weinberg discussed her pay
equity bill, which has been vetoed by
Governor Chris Christie. She talked
about the efforts being made for a
compromise on the bill to ensure pay
equity. Referencing her campaign for
lieutenant governor, Weinberg dis-
cussed her feelings about being called
“the feisty grandmother” by her run-
ning mate, Governor Jon Corzine. “I let
it go, but my daughter was very upset,”
said Weinberg. 

Assemblywoman Munoz discussed
the importance of reasonable voices
on both sides of the aisle, underscor-
ing the value of different perspectives. 

Rounding out the program, the pan-
elists remained after the program
ended to answer questions and talk
with attendees. The program was co-
sponsored by the New Jersey Institute
for Continuing Legal Education, the
NJSBA, the association’s Women in the
Profession Section, the New Jersey

Women Lawyers Association and
Seton Hall Law School.  

Attorney Volunteers Sought for
Military Legal Assistance Program

The New Jersey State Bar Associa-
tion’s Military Legal Assistance Pro-
gram provides free legal advice to vet-
erans who encounter legal issues
before their deployment or upon their
return home. Members of the military
who have served in active duty or in
the reserve units can receive assis-
tance with family law, debtor-creditor
issues and employment law matters.
Any attorney who annually volunteers
more than 25 or more hours of pro
bono service can earn a Madden
exemption. To find out more, visit
njsba.com or email mlap@njsba.com.

This is a status report provided by the
New Jersey State Bar Association on
recently passed and pending legisla-
tion, regulations, gubernatorial nom-
inations and/or appointments of
interest to lawyers, as well as the
involvement of the NJSBA as amicus
in appellate court matters. To learn
more, visit njsba.com. �
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of two young children died of an asth-
ma attack at a Union City grocery store.
Hille invested $20,000 to see the case
through because he felt so strongly
about it. A jury came back with a nearly
$1.4 million verdict for the daughters
(although the amount was reduced in a
settlement to end an appeal).

“These kids lost their mom, and I felt
the case was stacked against them,” he
said. Of all the cases he’s tried, that one
“probably had the most positive impact
on lives shattered by tragedy.”

Hackensack attorney Michael J.
“Jerry” Breslin hired Hille as an intern
while he was still an undergraduate, at
the recommendation of Hille’s high
school principal.

“He had a great attitude, he was
eager, and he learned quickly,” Breslin
said. That summer, he was answering
interrogatories and summarizing briefs
—sometimes while in line getting an
attorney’s car inspected, Hille recalled.

Hille grew up in Dumont, a blue-col-
lar Bergen County town. His parents’
strong belief in education—his mother
earned a master’s degree from Hunter
College and his father a master’s degree
in finance at New York University, both
in New York—has been a driving force
in his life, he said. He knew in grammar
school that he wanted to become an
attorney, believing the profession
offered an even playing field. He dou-
ble-majored in history and economics
at Bucknell, and earned his J.D. at
Seton Hall University School of Law.

“Even as a young attorney, I got to
go up against some big-name attor-

neys, including William Kunstler,
whom I idolized,” he said. “That makes
you step up your game. Where else do
you get that kind of opportunity?” Hille
said he also saw the law as a career
independent of the vulnerability of the
corporate environment.

He joined the Bergen County Bar
Association early in his career to make
connections, and served as president
starting in spring 2003. While in that
position, he negotiated a contract that
greatly reduced the cost of legal mal-
practice insurance for members,
according to Carlino, who also grew
up in Dumont and has known Hille
since they were kids. Hille subsequent-
ly negotiated a similar deal for the
state bar association, Carlino noted.

Joseph P. LaSala, another MDM&C
partner, first met Hille while defending
a law firm accused of malpractice in a
case headed to the state Supreme
Court. Hille handled the case on behalf
of the NJSBA, serving as amicus. 

“As in all things, he put 100 percent
effort into it. He treated the case like
this was a long-term client,” LaSala said.

“Loyalty, dedication, competence,
compassion, intelligence, judgement—
  Bob will bring all these qualities, as
well as vision, to the job of bar presi-
dent,” LaSala said. “He has a deep
commitment to the profession and
those who practice it.”

Protecting the profession
As NJSBA president, Hille said he

wants to “preserve the local nature of
the practice of law and strengthen and
protect the small business that serves
most of our local communities.” He
also wants to make it easier for young
attorneys to practice their profession.

“I look at the next generation of
lawyers struggling under crushing
debt, increasingly bureaucratic and
costly obstacles and a constricting job
market, and see the need to work
toward trying to alleviate those chal-
lenges,” he said.

In New Jersey, two-thirds of attor-
neys in private practice work in firms
with 10 or fewer lawyers, according to
the most recent annual report of the
state Office of Attorney Ethics.

“By making it easier for them to do
their job, we allow them to do a better
job for the public they serve,” Hille
said. He has raised red flags about the
movement toward both arbitration and
allowing attorneys based outside New
Jersey to practice law here.

Hille also intends to pursue efforts
to fortify the NJSBA’s efforts on
behalf of veterans, and help steer the
launch of a diversionary program,
similar to drug court, for veterans
accused of offenses that are related to
their military service. He also plans to
energize efforts to adopt professional
malpractice reforms to level the play-
ing field for all professionals, and take
a proactive look for ways to help
court officials and legislators craft
court policies and state statutes that
will address the needs of the public
while being practical for the profes-
sion. A task force will also examine
cyber security issues from the prac-
tice standpoint, as well as the safe-
guards and regulations that lawyers
must consider. 

“I know my role is limited…but
hopefully I can initiate changes that
can carry forward. We serve the public
and look out for their rights: we advo-
cate for their rights and their protec-

tions on a day-to-day basis,” he said.
MDM&C partner James A. Robert-

son said Hille “is focused on the good
of society, and on the contributions he
can make.”

After the terrorist attacks on Sept.
11, 2001, he joined the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary, and is currently serv-
ing as assistant district staff officer for
legal-parliamentarian, which assists
active duty and reserve personnel in
patrolling waterways. In the wake of
the Boston Marathon bombings in
2013, Hille did security duty at the Ver-
razano-Narrows Bridge during that
year’s New York City Marathon.

Robertson likens the unassuming
Hille to “The Most Interesting Man in
the World” in Dos Equis’ beer commer-
cials. Hille is an outdoorsman, former
college football player, scholar and
musician. At a party at Robertson’s
house, Hille sat down at the piano and
played classical music for 45 minutes.

“I didn’t know he could do that,”
Robertson said. “He’s full of surprises
like that!”

To relax, Hille plays bass guitar with
a neighborhood band. While they
haven’t come up with a name yet, the
group entertains friends with the Beat-
les “Come Together,” “Amie” by Pure
Prairie League, “Chain Gang” by the
Pretenders, and Neil Young’s “Ohio,”
among other songs.

Hille and his wife, Leslie, live in
Berkeley Heights and have two adult
daughters.

“You can be sure he’ll be a strong
leader, but one who appreciates oth-
ers’ opinions and perspectives,”
Robertson said. “He’ll take all that into
consideration and develop a direction
that makes sense for everybody.” �
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EXPENSES

PERSONNEL/TRAVEL
Salaries/Bonus 3,884,200
Part-time/Temporary Staffing 20,000
Federal/State Payroll Taxes 311,000
Group Insurance 705,000
Retirement Plan 226,300
Education 2,000
Staff Association Travel/Hosp 45,000
Assn. Auto Expense 12,000

ADMINISTRATIVE
General Postage 115,000
General Printing 20,000
Delivery Service 10,000
Office Supplies 30,000
Miscellaneous Expense 260,000
Audit 52,000
Association Dues 6,000

EQUIPMENT & SERVICES
Telephone 30,000
Equipment Rental & Maint. 43,000
Computer Expense 270,000
Copier Expense 70,000

BUILDING OPERATIONS
Building & Contents Insur. 78,000
Law Center Rent & Other Exp. 604,760

MEETINGS DEPT—MID-YEAR
Meeting Functions 105,800
Speakers & Guests 3,000
Staff 33,750
Miscellaneous 44,850

ANNUAL MEETING
Meeting Functions 543,673
Officers & Guests 5,000
Staff 40,000
Printing & Mailing 25,000
Miscellaneous 142,160
Exhibits 44,000

GENERAL MEETING EXP.
General Council 3,500
Law Ctr Meeting–NJSBA 77,250
Law Center Mtg–Outside Grp. 90,000
Law Ctr Meet.–Sect.&Comm. 257,500
Offsite Meeting Expense 275,000

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
New Jersey Lawyer Magazine 115,000
Directory Printing 500
Photography/Video 12,000
Graphic Design 15,500

Website Dev/Hosting 10,000
Law Journal Pages 32,000
Daily Briefing 36,900

SECTIONS & COMMITTEES
Misc. Sect. & Committee Exp. 23,000
Sect./Committee Newsletter 25,000
Election Expense 7,500

MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION/SERVICES
Member Solicitation/Retention 60,000

LEGISLATIVE/LEGAL
Legislative Research/Reference 6,100
Legislative Operations/Events 10,000
Legislative Lobbying Expenses 48,000

YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
YLD Operating Expenses 4,000
YLD Travel Expenses 5,200
Seminars 1,500
Community Service/Other 1,500
Entertainment 10,000
Annual Meeting 18,000

OFFICERS & BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Officers Expenses 52,000
Presidential Initiatives 2,000
Reg. County Bar Meetings 12,000
ABA–Annual 17,360

ABA–Mid-Year 20,000
Bar Leadership 4,000
Mid-Atlantic Conf. 6,000
Board of Trustees Expenses 30,000
E & O Insurance 26,000
Leadership Academy 5,000

OTHER EXPENSES
Contingencies 20,000
Depreciation Expense 160,000
Comm. On Professionalism 74,000
Legal Research 48,000
Public Relations 7,500
Ethics Divers. Program 4,750
Bad Debt Expense 10,000
Diversity Initiatives 50,000
CLE Direct Expense* 2,512,750

TOTAL EXPENSES 11,987,803
OPERATING INC/(LOSS) 54,193
Real Gain/(Loss) Sale Invst. 0
TOTAL NET INCOME/(LOSS) 54,193

*not inclusive of operational expenses
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